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was also the founder of the first Protestant society for the propagation of the gospel. Leibnitz, in planning the
Berlin Academy, included the same idea in its scope, and thence it extended to other similar societies in Halle,
Wittenberg, Vienna and St. Petersburg. An Evolution In Missions The idea in the minds of our first modern
missionaries was, naturally, that their duty was solely to preach the gospel. This was, still is, and ever must be
their chief function. But they were soon compelled by circumstances to broaden their ideas of duty. Who could
see dense ignorance all around him without yearning to teach the people so that they might at least read the
word of God and be able to communicate with each other in writing? Naturally it would quickly be perceived
that the more plastic mind of childhood would profit most by such teaching. Hence the origin of schools, of the
printing-press, and of translations of the Bible and of other books. Many of these people had only a spoken
language, and to teach reading and writing, the language must be reduced to writing, thus requiring skilled
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