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indexed. Not illustrated. 1876 Excerpt: .into the old idolatry. This King Olaf, the Saint as he was aCerwards
called, resolved to restore the true religion, and he consistently administered the laws with strict justice, ever
maintaining the right, and punishing violence, robbery, and oppression. Snorro gives a vivid picture of a
popular assembly, or Thing by which we are reminded of Elijah and the Priests of Baal at Mount Carmel.
Gudbrand, leader of the Bonders, said that the God of the christians could not be seen like Thor, and that if
Thor was brought from his temple the christians would melt before him. The Bonders shouted yea. The Thing
was to be held in a great field on the morrow, and the King commanded Kolbiorn the Strong to be near him,
duly instructed. The hideous image of Thor was brought out and placed near the Bonders, the King and his
people being on the other side. The idol was hollow and was fed with daily rations of cakes and meat. The King
denounced the grim idol as dumb, deaf, and incapable of motion, and as the sun rose in splendour he directed
the multitude to look at that glorious manifestation of divine power. And while they gazed, Kolbiorn with one
powerful stroke shattered Thor, and enormous mice, lizards, and other reptiles, the consumers of his
provisions, rushed out, terrifying the superstitious Bonders, who ran away; but being recalled, the King
challenged them to fight for Thor or accept Christianity, which last...
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