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edition. Excerpt: .to misconstruction unless the conditions
affecting even these more stable constituents are clearly
understood. I have, therefore, the less hesitation, as descriptive
of the views which are now held by leading chemists on this
subject, in quoting Dr. Frankland, himself one of the very
highest authorities: -- As the result of long experience in
connection with the occurrence of nitrates, nitrites, and
ammonia in potable waters, I am of opinion that the presence
of nitrogen in these forms in water in quantity above that
which can be derived from rain, is reasonably safe and
trustworthy evidence of the previous pollution of that water by
animal matters. On the other hand it must not be forgotten
that the absence of nitrogen in these forms is not absolutely
conclusive evidence 1 Note on the Estimation of Nitric Acid in
Potable Waters, by E. T. Chapman (1868),...
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