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2 Methods Emergy evaluations of the macroscopic features of with a view toward characterizing it as an
environmental an environmental system such as a state, region, or system. Environmental systems include the
economic nation are carried out in the same manner for each and social infrastructure and activities of
humanity as system regardless of its size or level in the hierarchy of well as the storages, flows and processes of
ecosystems. st nd th organization, e. g. , county, state, nation, 1, 2, . . . 6 In the method presented here and
illustrated in the Results section, the knowledge gained through this order watersheds, etc. Emergy analyses like
other assessment methods are guided by research or review is captured in the narrative history of the state.
management questions. In general, the hierarchical The narrative history is a vehicle for understanding how
renewable and nonrenewable resources have shaped the organization of ecological and economic systems
requires that emergy accounts be created for more than current economy in the state. Setting down the history
of one level of organization to obtain accurate answers to the state helps trace causal pathways from the past
to the questions about a system at any particular level of present and establishes the historical context of
organization. Multiple levels of organization are changing relationships between the state and the nation.
examined because large-scale patterns within a system The knowledge gained through this review serves as a
are often determined by energy...
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