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French was the prevailing language during the reigns of the Anglo-Norman monarchs. Indeed, it has been
ingeniously supposed, and not without much apparent probability, that the fame of Arthur was taken by the
French minstrels for the foundation of their stories in honour of the English kings, who reigned over the
supposed dominions of that British hero; while, on the other hand, the minstrels who repaired to the court of
France, celebrated the prowess of Charlemagne and his twelve peers as a subject more gratifying to those who
sat upon his throne. It is, perhaps, some objection to this ingenious theory, that, as we have already seen, the
battle of Hastings was opened by a minstrel, who sung the war-song of Roland, the nephew of Charlemagne; so
that the Norman duke brought with him to England the tales that are supposed, at a much later date, to have
been revived to soothe the national pride of the French minstrels. How the French minstrels came originally by
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very enemies against whom Arthur employed his good sword Excalibar; that...
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