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Washington and George William Fairfax to Survey the Virginia Lands of Thomas, Sixth Lord Fairfax, 1747-1748
And he dragged the mountains over with chain and rod - The blue sky was his cover, the Indian his lover, And
his duty was his sovereign and God. One spring morning, early in the month of March, 1747, eight years before
the French and Indian war, two young men might have been seen standing at the gates of Old Belvoir the
elegant home of the Hon. Wm. Fairfax on the Virginia shore of the Potomac river, two miles below Mount
Vernon, which latter place was then the residence of Major Lawrence Washington, son of Augustine, and half
brother of George Washington of ever honored memory, not yet sixteen years of age, though already nearly of
manly stature and possessing much of manly bearing and dignity. The other was George. William Fairfax, son
of the Belvoir proprietor, and older by eight years than his companion. The former aGer having completed his
school education under the limited tuition of school masters, Hobby and Williams in the county of
Westmoreland, Virginia, had come up from the lowlands a short time previously to make his home temporarily
with his brother Lawrence until he could find some employment suited to the driG of his natural inclinations. It
was here that the two Georges had first met and commenced an acquaintance which was very soon to ripen
into confidential friendship, and ultimately, into a brotherly attachment and aIection which no circumstances
of their after lives were sufficient to mar or change. The inclinations of both these...
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