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as the Means of Securing a Speedy and Permanent Peace: An Address Delivered by Hon. George S. Boutwell,
Tremont Temple, Boston, Under the Auspices of the Emancipation League, December 16, 1861 The South is
encouraged, the North is discouraged, and the world is disgusted with the policy of our government in this
matter. An army needs ideas as well as bread. Like a man, in order to do great deeds, an army needs an
imposing idea - a great watchword - an object worth fighting for and dying for. Such an idea - such a watch-
word would be the emancipation of four millions of human beings; but such is not a vague cry of Union -
Union! But not only does the government withhold this breath of life and honor from the army, but it converts
it into an engine to keep up slavery, to keep down emancipation, and to hold the slaveholder s victim for him if
perchance he escapes. From the early proclamation of McClellan that servile insurrection should be put down
with an iron hand, to the late proclamation of Halleck, which virtually drove back fugitive slaves from our lines,
the policy of our commanders when they approach a slave region has been, with a few honorable exceptions,
to deter the negro from acting against his master, and so to convert the black race into enemies. Nay! Northern
officers have been found base enough to betray poor fugitives. Northern soldiers have been made slave-
catchers for Southern masters; and Northern officers have disgraced themselves by deeds which even heathen
knights would have spurned as mean and cowardly....
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