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Command and General Staff Col

Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition:
New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book *****
Print on Demand *****.The U.S. Army finds itself at a crossroad
in the development and fielding of both unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs) and the RAH-66 Comanche helicopter to fulfill the
armed reconnaissance role for its future Objective Force (OF).
Ever-increasing UAV capabilities, especially the ability to arm
these platforms with Hellfire missiles, is forcing a blending of
roles that were once solely the domain of manned platforms.
This work attempts to answer the question posed above by using
the OF characteristics of survivability, lethality, and
responsiveness and comparing the effectiveness and efficiency
of the Army s Class IV UAV systems (Hunter TUAV, Shadow 200,
the Extended Range Multi-Purpose (ERMP), the Hummingbird
160 UCAR, and the Air Force s Predator A and B) against similar
capabilities found in the Comanche. The analysis also highlights
what the maneuver commander should consider in employing
these future combat systems. The author concludes, based on
the above criteria, that future UAV capabilities (up to the 2009
year timeframe) should not preclude the need for the Army to
field the Comanche.
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