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Print on Demand *****.0n November 8-9, 2011, the National
Defense University (NDU), Washington, DC, held a conference
entitled Forging an American Grand Strategy: Securing a Path
Through a Complex Future, which | had the privilege of
chairing. For more than 2 decades, | have been studying the
mechanisms and methods we use as a nation to develop and
conduct grand strategy. The conversation that began at that
conference needs to be further developed and continued. More
importantly, we, as a nation, need to explore together the path
ahead and answer questions regarding how and why we
struggle with grand strategies. If developed and executed with
a systemic orientation, grand strategies could help us shape
our future in an ever changing and complex world. This
volume represents a compilation of some of the presentations
given at the NDU conference. It also represents the great
diversity of opinions regarding this subject. For more than 2
decades, it has been evident to many that the United States
needs a new framework for a grand strategy, especially since
the containment strategy of George F. Kennan...
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