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B. C: A Sketch of the Development of Astronomy in Canada and of the Founding of This Observatory; A
Description of the Building and of the Mechanical and Optical Details of the Telescope; An Account of the
Principal Work of the Institution This description of the observatory, its equipment and work has been written
by the director in response to a need. frequently expressed by the numerous visitors to the institution, of a non-
technical account of the principles of the telescope and of the work of the institution. This account will
commence by a short historical sketch of the beginnings of the undertaking followed by a description of the
observatory and telescope and concluded by a resume of its work. Historical Sketch This observatory is a
branch of the Department of the Interior of the Federal Government, the department which has charge of the
administration of the western lands of the Dominion. In the colonization of these lands, one of the obvious first
needs was a survey of the boundaries and subdivision into townships and sections. This need led to the
organization of a surveys branch of the department and out of the necessity of accurate astronomical
observations to delimit the boundaries and define the position of the base lines for subdivision work arose the
astronomical branch. The first Chief Astronomer of Canada, the late Dr. W.F. King, was a man of sterling
integrity and remarkable ability and to his genius must be ascribed in large degree the present development of
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