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illustrated. 1885 edition. Excerpt: . . . grave, a place in which the mind could stretch its shriveled wings, where
everything could be done mechanically and without fear of a sudden jar into disagreeable reality. When of an
aCernoon I stepped from the hurrying world into the first quiet woods on the way to my home, a great door
swung to behind me and another life began, in which Rachels figure and swarthy, heavy-featured face had
long ceased to interfere with my meditation. This night, however, before the meal was served, the kitchen door
opened and my housekeepers inscrutable dull eyes rolled around the walls of the room; then it closed. What
had happened Why on this night had Rachel noticed my arrival At supper I broke our unspoken compact and
addressed her. Rachel, what made you look in just now Has anything happened The woman made no reply, yet
there was evidence in her manner that she was groping for an answer. Presently to a second demand she made
a reply that startled me: -- Heard two of you. So, another ear had detected the steps as well as my own! Then
the being, whatever it was, must be in the room, possibly at my elbow; or, seated perchance on that chair
before me, was regarding me steadfastly! Except for the excitement bred of a new sensation, it was not a
pleasant thought; nevertheless, I pulled a second chair to the table and filled a second plate with food; then,...
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