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Excerpt: . .. 11 of these steps will help with the immediate crisis, but fall far short of what is need-ed for the long
term. Turning to viable sustainable energy solutions, AFN and its member organiza-tions are strong supporters
of the development of alternative energy resources as an important addition to our countrys fossil energy
resources. Many villages in rural Alaska are actively working to develop a wide array of alternative and renew-
able energy projects. They see not only the potential for reducing the cost of energy, but also the tremendous
manufacturing, sales and service components ( e. g. , the fact that wind and solar energy will need tailored
products, services and alternative building materials; and the fact that plans and supplies for hybrid homes and
facili-ties that are now being developed and manufactured abroad could be developed and manufactured in
Alaska. Our larger cities are doing the same. Alaska is so large and diverse that one Villages alternative
resources may not be available elsewhere. Some areas have strong wind for electrical generation; others can
look to geothermal resources. There is no one-size-fits-all solution for rural Alaska, making local solutions more
specific and expensive. Because of the vastness of Alaska and its virtually unlimited potential, Alaska can be a
model for the rest of the country. Our communities could be part of a national demonstration project on
alternative energy technologies. We could serve as a proving ground to show how Alaska Native people and
their institutions have the experience, the capital and the community relationships that will be necessary to
effectively implement workable solutions to the energy crisis....
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