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indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: .critics grow more and more ready to recognize Edgar Allan Poe as one
of the very greatest of American poets, while their foreign brethren are inclined to go still farther and declare
him the greatest literary artist the New World has yet produced. While he was a poet of no age or clime, a
strange dreamer from the land east of the sun and west of the moon, he always called himself a Virginian, and
it is not difficult to find some traces of Virginia influence in both his prose and his verse. Of that verse, so often
the subject of criticism, little need here be said save that within its limited sphere it has never yet been
surpassed; as rythmical creations of beauty, wherein sound and sense answer and combine to work their subtle
effect upon the reader s brain, Poe s poems are without parallel in our language. He did not--perhaps could
not--write a vast body of verse, but his slender production stands alone in its chaste beauty; and when the sweet
bells jangled out of tune too quickly broke and were hushed in everlasting silence, the world had lost one of its
rarest singers, a genius divinely dowered, who was forced to offer the fragile wares of his sensitive soul at the
marts of a selfish and unfeeling world. With the mention of this last, the greatest name in Virginia s literary
annals, we may well close our consideration of the antebellum literature...
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