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measures, Earths ecosystems are stressed. Actually, it may be more accurate to say that Earths remaining
ecosystems are stressed. The fact is that most of the planets biomes support only a fraction of the biological
communities they once did, primarily because humans have converted large areas of land to alternate uses.
More than two-thirds of the global temperate forests, half of the grasslands, even a third of desert ecosystems
have been conscripted for human uses like agriculture, construction, harvest and extraction. Cultivation alone
covers a quarter of the habitable terrestrial surface. Aquatic ecosystems have not fared any better. An
estimated half of the worlds wetlands are gone, particularly those of coastal regions or on arable land. About a
fifth of the coral reefs and a third of the m- grove swamps of a century ago have been lost in just the last few
decades. The volume of water impounded by dams quadrupled over the same period it now far exceeds the
volume of water in unimpeded rivers (Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005; Mitsch and Gosselink 2007). So
any assessment of ecosystem status is necessarily an analysis of fragments and remnants, and many of these
are degraded by one or more anthropogenic stressors. This item ships from multiple locations. Your book may
arrive from Roseburg,OR, La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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