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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1863 edition. Excerpt: . 116 A band of natives. discover what our naked eyes had not
yet remarked, another group of savages on a sandy part of the beach. A canoe was observed at a short
distance from them, lying, as it appeared to us, high and dry upon the shore. When we first perceived this band
of natives from the steamer, we had slackened our speed so much as scarcely to move at all. Our object in this
was not only to have a leisurely opportunity for examining them, but also that they might not be disturbed by
the noise of the steam and paddles, which fortunately had not yet attracted their attention. We next determined
to approach considerably nearer to the shore, probably within a few hundred yards, and to drop anchor at a
convenient place and depth. An object so large and prominent as the steamer, accompanied in its progress by
the loud noise of the engines and the constant plash of the paddle wheels, could not long escape observation;
and, of course, we had no wish it should, but the reverse. As we drew towards the reef already mentioned, the
native party stationed on it were observed all at once to make a sudden start, and to stand transfixed with
unspeakable astonishment and awe. It is not too much to say that they seemed to be completely paralysed by
our sudden appearance on their coast. If we had dropped from the clouds, or...
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