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Error 2000 Estimate vs. Census 2000 Accuracy of 2000 Estimates Versus 1990 Census Results Mean Absolute
Percent Error 1990 Census vs. Census 2000 40 35. 1 35 30. 9 Error30 Percent 25 Absolute20 15. 6 15. 1 14 15 12. 4
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COUNTY DISTRIBUTION The subcounty estimates are produced by distributing total county household
population among constituent parts, then adding in the group quarters population. It is thus appropriate to
measure distributive accuracy. The metric used is the Index of Dissimilarity ( ID ). ID is a simple statistic that
removes the effect of the county control population, focusing strictly on the distribution. It also avoids some
pitfalls associated with MAPE that are illustrated in Appendix B. Formally, it is as follows: n sID 50 s, i i i 1 Where:
i indexes the n places or MCDs in a county s actual population share i estimated population shares s i Map 1
shows that counties with high IDs ( greater than 6) tend to be concentrated in the sparsely populated areas of
the Wests Mountain division or in several states ( Texas, Alabama, Georgia ) 3 in the South. Many of the places...
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