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Feb; 7, 8 and March 18, 1973 Senator kennedy. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. It is a pleasure for me to
have the opportunity to appear before this commit tee and before you, Mr. Chairman, on the question of voter
registra tion. Your opening statement has outlined clearly and compellingly the need for legislation in this area.
I want to commend you, Mr. Chairman, for the leadership you have provided in what is one of the most
important matters we will be fac ing in this Congress, a matter basic to all the other rights of the Ameri can
people, the right to vote. I want to acknowledge, at the outset of the hearings, the distin guished member of this
committee, the Senator from Alaska, Senator Stevens who is a cosponsor of the legislation I have introduced. I
am also pleased to recognize the Honorable H. A. Boucher, Lieutenant Governor of the State of Alaska. Alaska,
as one of the newest States, has provided enormously imaginative leadership in the whole area of voter
registration. If the country can follow the example of Alaska, many of the problems we are facing can be
eliminated. Alaska was one of the first States to recognize the importance of extending the right to vote to
young people below the age of 21. And this past year, Alaska carried out one of the most aggressive voter
registration pro grams for high school students in the country. In addition, I under stand that the State...
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